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Kneeling in the shadow of the Hunterdon County Courthouse, protesters showed their

support to get justice for George Floyd — the man who died in police custody in

Minnesota and sparked dozens of protests across the nation.

Starting in the park behind the courthouse, the rally was organized via text messages

and other private communication not connected to any specific organization.

Participants gathered from across the county, with an appearance by a co-founder of

Flemington DIY and running Democrat city councilman Malik Johnson.

Mayor Betsy Driver of Flemington issued a press release before the event, stating that

the event had no permit and that police would be instructed to act in a de-escalating

manner, and urged the organizers to contact her.

“Because no permit has been issued,” She wrote, “There is no insurance coverage in

place […] The lack of permit exposes the decentralized leadership of this grassroots

event to serious personal financial risk in the event of injury or property damage.”

At the protest, two organizers stepped forward and identified themselves, and passed

out literature and bottled water to about hundred participants. Holding a megaphone,

they thanked the community for being there, and implore for community change and

support to those arrested by police for protesting.

“We are here to protest the killing of the people in Minneapolis, and to show that black

lives matter,” one said into the megaphone. “This town is one of the most affluent in the



country, and we have a list of bail lists- so get out your credit cards and put your money

where your mouth is.”

They then handed the megaphone to the several community members that volunteered

to speak.

Taking social distancing precautions, by keeping masks on distancing themselves from

others, they shared their thoughts and experiences with racism, police violence, and

government officials.

“I have a strong memory of being on the bus as a child,” One young man said into the

microphone, “believing that with a black president, that racism was from a bygone era. I

was innocent then. Now, as the years have gone by — that innocence has been chipped

away.”

“I love my school, my friends, and Flemington — but the city does not guarantee my

safety. They have not spoken out about what happened in Minnesota. So I cannot say

that I truly love this place.”



Bradd Powell took the stand, and identified the young man as his son. Speaking with his

mask over his face, he held a large sign that said ‘VOTE’ and thanked the organizers and

led chants with the crowd- saying ‘Black lives matter’ and ‘George Floyd lives in all of us.’

“This is the future of America,” Powell said, “Multicultural, multi-ethnic, multi-racial —

the population is gonna be the future of America. Were going forward […] we care

about each other.”

Powell also said that he felt upset by the loss of the life of any individuals, and that life is

precious, saying ‘that we have to change the system’ and get everyone involved. He later

said that he was happy for the support from the community, and the singling out of

black lives to protect.

Malik Johnson took the stand, who is running for Flemington City Council this year

against Elizabeth Rosetti, and spoke of committing to change in Flemington.

Others who approached the stand spoke of taking the stand against racism, speaking out

against relatives and co-workers who speak discriminatory language, and working hard

against injustices.

One woman, who identified herself as Karen, spoke of taking this message home — and

of white community members doing the work to protect those affected by racism.

“Don’t be a Karen!” she said into the megaphone, to cheers.



Protestors holding signs, shown from behind.

The group then moved to the front of the court house, and chanted out ‘No justice, no

peace, no racist police,’ and organizers instructed the crowd to take a knee for nine

minutes and 45 seconds, to show how long the officer, Derek Chavin, had his knee on

George Floyd’s neck.

Motorists showed their support for the protestors by shouting, and honking horns, to the

knelt silent crowd. Police officers kept their distance down the street, and Hunterdon

County Sheriff Frederick W. Brown looked on across the street.

The Sheriff said at the protest that it was ‘more like a memorial.” and that the people of

Flemington were fortunately, very well-disciplined. When asked about the de-escalation

order, the Sheriff said that the police were there to show discipline, and keep the

situation calm.

He later said in response to a question about other protests in the state, that he saw the

actions taken by police officers in New York and Newark were necessary for the

situations at hand.

Mayor Betsy Driver looked on from the street corner, and expressed that she was happy

to see that the protest was peaceful, though said the organizers should have sought out a

permit.

“We don’t say no to people asking for a permit,” she stressed, “We want to make sure

that it was safe- and that someone, like white nationalists, who has bad intentions can be

stopped.”



“You have to assume the worst in these situations, and make it clear that’s our

intention.”

Driver had also relayed that the Hunterdon Democrats were planning a similar event,

but gave no details about a date.

The event disbursed peacefully, with protestors walking away from the courthouse and

deeper into the borough, masked up and still holding signs.
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Beautiful to See, Yet its Roots Create Rot:
Sable Arias’s ‘Invasif Desires’

Siobhan Donaldson

Feb 23 · 4 min read

Note: this article has been republished and edited here for archival purposes.

Sable Arias’s painting surrounded by her many prints of invasive species.

The Student Art Gallery, located in the Vaughn-Eames building, displays large printings

of invasive plants on recycled hand-made paper, delicate books bound together, and the

artists’ desire to uproot weeds that encroach on herself.
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Connecting to the parasitic bamboo that surrounds her home in Little Egg Harbor, and

the most recent infestation of Lantern Flies, Sable Arais hopes to explore what it means

to have a healthy life over a beautiful one.

“I am a repurposed artist; I like to reuse things. I borrowed giant frames from a friend.

Some [items] are brand-new but many are recycled,” Arias explains while pointing and

examining her work on the gallery walls, each signifying her environment and personal

self.

Arias, who graduated with a BFA in Studio Arts at Kean University and is a Student

Representative in the art department at Kean University, displays her newest exhibit

after three years of hard work. Surrounded by art pieces made from recycled, and

repurposed materials, Arias creates what she hopes to be a ‘connective experience’ with

her audience.

“It started building up to building things beyond me,” Arias explains. “I like to be able to

impact a person more. It brings satisfaction to me and brings me joy that they receive

happiness when they get a hand on [the art]. It’s about sharing experiences.”

With a focus on bookbinding, printmaking, and experimenting with paper-making, Arias

envisions a world where she can create tangible experiences with various textile

feelings. Hand made paper with differentiating percentages of recycled materials (her

crown jewel being the 100% recycled white paper prints with the invasive species ‘tree

of heaven’), a large tapestry made of strips of cotton, old bed-sheet, and various other

fabrics, and her use of foraged plants around the pine barrens.

“I grew up entertaining myself. I was home-schooled with 4 siblings growing up and we

were taught to do things with our hands — I was always sewing, cooking, going outside

to find things to use. I thought art was a flat piece on a frame, but when I came to Kean I

realized I could do more than 2-D. I could do a combination of things, pushing myself as

far as I could go.”

Arias had seen Vincent Musetti’s final show, an artist who graduated from Kean

University in 2016. He works primarily in sculpture, taxidermy, and oil paints.

“When I saw his show, I saw that there was so much more to what I could do. He did so

much mix media- and it hit me that I don’t have to be a painter to be an artist. I can just



be an artist,” Arias said. “I was inspired to do what I wanted to do. I wanted to make

books, I wanted to improve, to learn more, to know more. Even though my works don’t

serve a specific purpose- it’s the experience of thinking things apart that drew me in.”

In Invasif Species, Arias examines her like and the teachings given to her. She speaks on

how though some of those teachings were beautiful, they were poisonous. The art marks

the weeding out the unhealthy things in her life. Moving away from thinking ‘it’s just life’

to becoming more in control of her own. As a Native American and Spanish artist, Arias

felt disconnected from her culture when her parents had raised her isolated from it- and

now feels that she may return to it.

“I grew up keeping it to myself, and how am I gonna grow without sharing? And

conversing? Seeing how other people feel — knowing that not everyone will like it- but

seeing someone see my work and interact with me opens a conversation not there

before. It lowers my anxiety, connecting with them, and drives me to keep connecting.”

Arias’s final show ran until Jan. 30. At her closing reception, she opened up many of her

works for sale, from handmade books to prints she made with hand-crafted recycled

paper. There, in the small gallery with huge windows, Arias was greeted by her many

friends and Kean alumni. A situational reflection of the life she had built for herself at

her time at Kean. At some points, she wiped away tears looking about at her work, as

people filtered in and out.

“My family saw it the other day,” Arias said. “They understood what I was saying and

saw how much I love my work.”

Currently working through commission and her Etsy store, Arias is moving on to the

bookbinding master’s program at the University of the Arts in Philadelphia. You can find

her work on Instagram at @sparrow.ht, LaCeibaStudios on Etsy.com, and ko-

fi.com/sparrowht.

Tower staff reporter Valerie Sanabria contributed reporting.
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STEM ACADEMIC ADVISER CHARGES
DISCRIMINATION ABOUT LOSING JOB
DURING CANCER TREATMENT

December 7, 2019

By Siobhan Donaldson | Published by December 7,

2019

A longtime Educational Opportunity adviser for the

Science and Technology programs alleges that she

was let go after she was diagnosed with uterine

cancer and went on medical leave, according to a

complaint �led with the New Jersey Supreme Court. 

Elis Sosa, who began working at the university two

decades ago, is charging the university with age

discrimination, disability discrimination and violating

New Jersey’s anti-discriminatory laws.

“Kean’s decision not to renew Sosa’s contract,” said

the complaint. “constituted retaliation for
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requesting medical leave, disability discrimination

and age discrimination.”

Sosa also alleges that she was replaced by a

younger, non-disabled, worker after she left her

position. 

The Exceptional Educational Opportunities

(EEO)/Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF) Program

provides access to higher education for

educationally and �nancially disadvantaged

students, as de�ned by the State of New Jersey,

O�ce of the Secretary of Higher Education,

Educational Opportunity Fund.

The complaint alleges that in 2018, Sosa submitted a

reappointment application as required in her

position every �ve-years. . The application included

letters of recommendation from both of her

supervisors at Kean as well as letters from Rutgers

New Jersey Medical School, Johnson & Johnson and

the University of South Florida. 

It alleges that in March of 2018, Sosa provided

notice to Kean for medical leave to undergo cancer

treatment for four months. Later that March, Sosa

was placed on a Performance Improvement Plan. In

May, during her leave, she received a letter from

President Dawood Farahi stating that Kean was not

renewing her contract. 

Sosa’s �nal day at the university was June 30.

Sosa is represented by John Messina Esq. who is a

partner of the law �rm Berkowitz, Lichtstein,

Kuritsky, Giasullo & Gross, LLC.

Sosa’s case was �led Nov 1, and has been given a

track assignment. The case has been given a

discovery time of 450 days, as is expected for cases

identi�ed under the civil rights category in the New

Jersey court system. 



“Kean University does not comment on personnel

matters or pending litigation,” said Margaret

McCorry, Kean’s Director of Media Relations,

In January, Kean settled a lawsuit about age

discrimination at the Equal Opportunity Center.

William DeGarcia was the interim director for the

Equal Opportunity Center at Kean in 2009 when he

was allegedly given the directive from President

Farahi to “‘restructure, streamline and clean house”

at EEO/EOF.’

DeGarcia alleged that in 2012, he was passed over

twice by a search committee for a permanent

Director’s position at the Equal Opportunity Center.

The person who was chosen for the position was

under 40 and held no executive experience. 

DeGarcia received $375,000 from the university in

his settlement, with terms that all claims of

discrimination were neither proven nor denied.
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FIVE TENURE-TRACK PROFESSORS NOT
RECOMMENDED FOR A RETURN NEXT
YEAR

November 14, 2019

By Siobhan Donaldson | Published by November 14,

2019

Five tenure-track professors have received letters

from the O�ce of Academic A�airs not

recommending their return next year despite having

the full support of their departments. 

The a�ected faculty will lose their jobs on June 30

unless President Dawood Farahi chooses to overturn

the decision, said James Castiglione, Kean

Federation of Teachers President. 

The KFT said in an email to their members on Oct 22

that a ‘disturbing’ number of probationary tenure-

track faculty members received letters stating that
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the administration is not recommending them to

President Farahi for tenure positions. Those who

received the letters were in various years of the �ve-

year process to achieve tenure.  No reason was given

for the non-recommendations. 

“Many of these junior faculty members had the

unanimous, or near-unanimous, support of their

colleagues,” the email reads. “This means the

administration is overturning decisions made by

faculty who know �rst-hand the professional

achievements of junior faculty.”

Margaret McCorry, Director of Media Relations for

Kean, said in an email that the University Provost

“carefully and equitably” reviews each tenure-track

faculty member’s record to determine if they will be

recommended to the president.

“President Farahi reviews all of the

recommendations and any appeals to make his �nal

recommendation to the Board of Trustees,” McCorry

said. “That process is still ongoing. The tenure

process is designed to ensure each faculty member

is treated fairly and the faculty with the strongest

records achieve tenure and deliver a world-class

education to our students.”

To appeal non-recommendation, recipients had to

turn in their substantive appeals by Nov 1, two

weeks after receiving the letters. On Nov 15,

President Farahi forwards the nomination to the

Board of Trustees Academic Policy and Personnel

Committee.

Castiglione said it is a travesty to lose those teachers

for both the students and the departments.

“Even if they try to replace those instructors,”

Castiglione said. “It’s hard to recruit new candidates

afterward.”
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When the sta� members leaves, Castiglione said

that “sometimes they are replaced, some are

replaced with non-tenure track Lecturers, and some

are left un�lled.”

On May, 12 GE lecturers were not reappointed by

the university. Those let go alleged they were let go

after publicly criticizing the university for moving

them into an open o�ce space, which they thought

would compromise students’ privacy. Kean has

denied the accusation.

Jan Balakian, a tenured professor in the English

Studies Department, said the importance of a

tenured teacher is in their “commitment to the

university and students.” 

Balakian spoke on how much potential Kean has in

their student population and opportunities,

advocating for certain adjunct professors being

hired full-time. 

“We have a beautiful campus in the best location

with the most diverse student population, with a

Distinguished Speakers Series, and renowned faculty

who run valuable programs,” Balakian said. “If we

had a ratio of 15 students to 1 faculty member,

students would come from all over the country to

study at Kean.”
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Note: this has been edited and changed for archival purposes, originally published in 2017.

Phi Theta Kappa Hosts Art Show, Focuses on The Relationships
Between Beauty and The Beholder.

Painting exhibited in the closed-o  section of the art show (left), PTK members pictured (right)

Light streamed in from the windows in the cafeteria at Raritan Valley Community

College early in the morning on Nov. 16, as The Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society (PTK)

displayed and placed artworks for sale. The works were community-submitted, 
rangingin medium and style, under the theme “Beauty in The Eye of The Beholder,” to 

foster aconversation on beauty and vulgarity in art with the audience and students on 

campus.

Lena Hadler, president of PTK, looked over the artwork that spanned the corner of the

cafeteria. She smiled when she recounted the night before, during setup.

“I realized last night as we placed everything together, staying late into the night, that

the reaction from everyone was how amazing it all turned out,” said Hadler. “It was

https://medium.com/@siobhan.b.donaldson?source=post_page-----7ef04221e371--------------------------------


difficult because people could submit whatever they wanted; sketches, pictures,anything 

at all. But the feedback so far has been people seeing the art as interesting, andthat there 

were so many ways of making art.”

PTK changes officers every year, as people come and go from RVCC; alas in previousyears 

the club had not done a community-based program such as this. previous officershad of 

course done many student-focused events; however, for this event, most of theartworks 

came from a large range of people, such as parents, teachers, and independentartists. 

Though students were especially encouraged to submit works of which they wereproud.

Within the gallery itself, wooden screens held up sketches and painted collages, while 
oiland acrylic paintings were propped on easels and chairs. A teacher-submitted 

painting, acopy of a selfie taken lying down on her couch, stood stark in a sunbeam while 

studentsmilled around to stare at colorful surrealist drawings. A group of visiting high 

schoolstudents grinned and gossiped over a Game of Thrones piece utilizing Pointillism, 

talkingabout spoilers and favorite characters, while others stood silent next to realistic

paintings of world leaders.
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The open art section of PTK art show.

In a secluded corner, signs displayed for viewer discretion were posted outside a closed-

in area where works that may be deemed inappropriate were held.

“In the past,” President Hadler explained while gesturing to the enclosed area, “the Art

Department has had to take down artworks due to content, for being inappropriate or

being offensive, but we decided to have a closed-off area for those kinds of works.”

The main table held donation jars since the day of the art show fell on Giving Day when

clubs can raise money. There were also several pieces of paper surveying students’

experiences ranging from favorites to what can be improved. While many of the art

pieces were just for a display to be returned or sold off in another venue, some pieces

were directly purchased at the show- to much acclaim from supervising staff. There in

the cafeteria, volunteers greeted any passersby, excited to show what the student body

had to offer.
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